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Native American veterans have provided invaluable service
and allegianc to the United States of America and bring
great honor to their tribal communities.

Within the last 5 years, reports of excessive and sometimes
deadly waiting times for veterans seeking government
healthcare came to light, and President Obama promised
accountability. Scott Bronstein & Tom  Cohen, Obama :
Shinseki stays for now, but VA misconduct will be punished,
CNN (May 23, 2014) available at www.cnn.com.

In 2010, tribal leaders and representatives offered
comments on the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
and Indian Health Service (IHS) 2010 smorandum  of

Understanding and other health related issues. One comment
recorded showed that IHS understood the native c¢u ture,
languages, and background; however, IHS did not understand
the specific needs of Native vet rcans like the VA, i.e.
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and traumatic bre 1
injury (TBI) . DEPARTMENT OF  VETERANS  AFFAIRS: 2012  TrRIBAL
CONSULTATION REPORT 11 (2012).

There is currently no United States Veterans Affairs office
or services on the Navajo Nation. This requires Navajo
veterans to travel off reservation to seek veterans
services. The Navajo Nation has established a Veter 1s
Administration through appropriations from the Navajo
Nation General Fund; however assistance arrough the Navajo
Veterans Administration is limited to housing and financial
assistance.

It is in the best interest of the Navajo Nation to request
the United States epartment of Veterans Affairs to
establish direct services on the Navajo ! -ion to meet the
needs of the Navajo veterans.

THEREFORE, BE 1 | JOLVED:

The Navajo Nation respectfully requests the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs to establish direct services
on the Navajo Nation for Navajo veterans.

The Navajo Nation hereby authorizes the Navajo Nation
President, the Navajo Nation Speaker, Navajo Nation
Washington Office 1d their designees, to advocate for this
request.

Page 2 of 3



NABIN-69-18

CERTIFICATION

I, hereby, <certify that the foregoing resolution was duly
considered by tt Naabik’iyati’ Committee of the 23rd Navajo
Nation Council at a duly called meeting in indow >ck, Navajo
Nation (Arizona), at which a quorum was present and that the
s¢ : was passed by a vote of ) in Favor, and 00 Opposed, on
tl 5 09th day of November 2018.

S NN

LoRenzo C. Bates, Chalrman
Naabik’iyati’ Committee

Motioned: Honorable ILee Jack, Sr.
Second : Honorable Leonard H. Pete

Chairman LoRenzo C. Bates not voting

Pursuant to § 700 (D), A quorum of the committee shall be
satisfied by the presence of two (2) members of each Standing
Committee or a majority of delegates of the Navajo Nation
Council.
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